




Three Kings’ Day

Diana Garcia

Charismatic Diana Garcia is a 
social studies teacher at the St. 
Croix Educational Complex and 
the president of the St. Croix Ma-
jorettes. Ms. Garcia finds her hap-
piness in love, family, friends and 
the simple things in life. When she 
walks into a room her loving and 
nurturing vibe radiates like beams 
of light! Even when she can barely 
juggle her own problems, Ms. Gar-
cia has a  difficult time saying, “No!” 
Although she constantly improves 
herself, she can be stubborn at 
times and will remind herself that 
“there is so much more to life than 
what I have encountered.” She en-
joys talking about life while hang-
ing out with her friends. Tell her 
your plans, your goals. Hey, even 
tell her about your new dog, but 
leave gossip at the door.  People 
aren’t her heroes—only God who 
has done much for her. One spe-
cial gift and her happiest moment 
was the birth of her son Jesus Gar-
cia, Jr.  Blue, her pet fish, is a con-
stant joy. Lastly, her beloved aunt 
taught her that in order to get the 
most out of life, one must demon-
strate respect and discipline. With 
that anyone can go as far as the 
kind and hilarious Diana Garcia. 

Artwork by Selena Hernandez

Interview by Joyce Contreras &
Lilliana Rivera
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John Obafemi Jones

John Obafemi Jones thinks cul-
ture should be important to ev-
eryone. So, through his art and 
art related activities, he promotes 
a lasting appreciation for cul-
ture.  Mr. Jones admires positiv-
ity. Yemaya Jones, fellow artist 
and love of his life, shares his 
optimistic attitude. One of Mr. 
Jones’ greatest achievements 
is teaching at the St. Croix Edu-
cational Complex High School, 
because many of his students 
turned out to be excellent human 
beings. Though he enjoys be-
ing a retiree and a full time art-
ist, having been a teacher and 
making a positive impact on fu-
ture artists and world citizens 
fills him with pride. Mr. Jones val-
ues love and respect most in his 
friends. His real life heroes are 
his parents. He advises young 
people to be a better person to-
day than you were yesterday.   

Artwork by Abigail Ponce

Interview by Jahshaleyn Estrada 
and Kenroy Rolle
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Nina York

Nina York left Denmark in 1976 to 
live on St. Croix in order to com-
plete her father’s dream of visit-
ing the U. S. Virgin Islands. For 13 
years, Ms. York was the editor of 
the local magazine, St. Croix This 
Week. Through this experience 
she worked with many other local 
writers and artists. She admires 
and has happily experienced much 
of our rich culture and only wishes 
she could contribute more to the 
people of the VI. Her biggest contri-
bution to the community has been 
publicizing the island’s beauty 
with her Virgin Islands collectable 
stamps. Her stamps display the 
islands’ rich history, scenic views, 
sugar mills, and hibiscus flowers. 
York has also traveled to Denmark 
and offered lectures that promoted 
the islands as a tourist destina-
tion. For that work she received 
a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Chamber of Commerce 
and recognition from the United 
States Congress. Ms. York uses 
her time to work on her stamps and 
spend quality time with her friends. 

Artwork by Bianca Alexis (2017 
Graduate) and Niesha Bennett

Interview by Hakim Clercien (2017 
Graduate)
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Toby Derima

Born on St. Croix, Toby Derima 
loves being a talented musician.  
He finds peace and happiness in 
his art.  A member of four bands, 
his greatest accomplishment is 
winning the first Party Monarch 
Competition on St. Croix and 
keeping the title for three consec-
utive years. Toby’s personal mot-
to is, “nothing is impossible with 
hard work.” It is easy to see that 
Derima is a positive influence on 
his son Tyriq “Riigo” Derima, a 
member of Hypa-Aktiv-Krew. He 
feels if there are any changes 
to be made, it is to relax more.  
Derima does enjoy dancing qua-
drille. He advises upcoming mu-
sicians to create their music for 
the love of it. Everything else will 
come after: money and fame. He 
admires positivity in others, no 
matter what they do for a living.  

Artwork by Sanay Hewitt

Interview by K’ Jean Nisbett
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April  showers bring 
May flowers

Priscilla Hintz Rivera Knight  

Priscilla Hintz Rivera Knight is a lit-
eral master of the arts. She has a 
master’s in arts administration.  In 
addition, Mrs. Knight has a bach-
elor’s degree in social studies, a 
professional certificate in arts mar-
keting, and a certificate in museum 
and curatorial studies. Mrs. Knight 
has participated in many exhibi-
tions such as “Live Life in Yellow,” 
“Dream in Green”, and “Shansi 
Miller: Lady in Red Visits.” She has 
recently co-founded the Gri-Gri 
Project with her husband, writer 
and photographer David Knight Jr.  
The Gri-Gri Project consists of ex-
hibitions, events, and the culture of 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. This proj-
ect has taken Mrs. Knight as far 
as Cuba, Barbados, Aruba, Puerto 
Rico, Denmark, and the United 
States.  She has worked for orga-
nizations such as the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington, D.C., 
Casa de las Américas in Cuba, and 
the St. Thomas Historical Trust.  
Doing what she loves most and 
spreading V.I. happiness through 
every piece of artwork, Knight 
is currently the director of the 
“Bajo El Sol Gallery” on St.  John.  

Artwork by Ernie Bodley Jr.

Interview by Joyce Contreras
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Mario Picayo  

Mario Picayo is an author, pho-
tographer, filmmaker and editor-
in-chief of Editorial Campana 
and its two children imprints. An 
optimist at heart, he believes that 
no matter how bad the world is 
we can do better by working to-
gether. One must, however, take 
risks in order to see the outcome. 
“Each day you wake up, strive for 
better, go for YOUR it and never 
give up,” he advises.   Whether 
it is your goal to write a book or 
paint a master piece of art--keep 
pushing, he says. His greatest 
contribution in the Virgin Islands 
is the cultural projects that he has 
completed with teachers and stu-
dents. He uses photography to 
find a way to make young people 
see themselves positively. Mr. 
Picayo also promotes the work of 
other VI authors and illustrators in 
a unified positive vision of the Vir-
gin Islands. Mr. Picayo is the em-
bodiment of the quotation: “You 
never work a day in your life, when 
you are doing what you love.” 

Artwork by Jahmoi Benjamin and 
Tyrone Reed

Interview by Mikaela S. J. Smith 
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Claire Roker

Claire Roker is a woman of excel-
lence, honesty, and wisdom. Born 
on the island of St. Croix, Mrs. Ro-
ker enjoys our tropical lifestyle with 
family and friends. In fact, Mrs. Ro-
ker has determined that she has 
no desire to live elsewhere. Expe-
riences from her past have given 
her plenty reasons to be openly 
honest with friends and neighbors; 
however, on a rare occasion she 
may lie about her age. Mrs. Ro-
ker values the love we have for 
one another as a community. She 
especially loves and admires her 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children. Therefore, it comes as 
no surprise that one of her happi-
est moments in life was delivering 
her first child. She is a sought after 
community member and a woman 
with vast knowledge. Mrs. Roker 
has worked with several beauty 
pageants such as Hal Jackson’s 
Talented Teens, Outstanding Teen 
America, and Miss St. Croix. One 
position she fondly remembers 
holding is Assistant Commissioner 
of Tourism for the Government of 
the Virgin Islands.

Artwork by Jahmoi Benjamin and
Tyrone Reed 

Interview by Martina Florent and 
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Alscess Lewis-Browne

Alscess Lewis-Browne doesn’t 
want to be anywhere else but in 
the Caribbean. Here, her heart 
is home, and she is inspired to 
write and share her thoughts.  
So it stands to reason that she is 
the director and editor of the Uni-
versity of the Virgin Islands’ Ca-
ribbean Writer. Raising her chil-
dren and publishing her writing 
are two of Ms. Browne’s great-
est achievements. Ms. Browne 
is happiest spending time with 
tried and true friends, writing, 
and editing.  One of her favorite 
authors is Langston Hughes.  Ms. 
Browne believes people should 
give from the heart, not with the 
expectation of getting some-
thing in return.  Each day Ms. 
Browne gifts the Virgin Islands 
with nurturing a new generation 
of writers.  Her new novel “Shad-
ows” will be released this year.

Artwork by Sherville Huggins Jr.

Interview by Niya Austin  and 
Leona Richardson 





Winona “Patrece” Adams 
Hendricks 

Winona “Patrece” Adams Hen-
dricks was an educator for 32 
years. Her career includes expe-
rience as a principal and assistant 
principal. She taught at The Uni-
versity of the Virgin Islands and is 
presently a member of the Board 
of Education.  Mrs. Hendricks is 
also a creative visionionary. In 
1981 her carnival troupe Riggi-
dims pranced down the road  dur-
ing the St. Croix Festival  and has 
kept going for 30-plus years.
Mrs. Hendricks believes that per-
fect happiness is enjoying life with 
family and friends. She is happy 
that she grew up with many re-
sponsibilities. Her upbringing 
prepared her for her greatest 
achievement, being a great mom, 
grandmother, and educator.   
Mrs.  Hendricks likes people who 
are humble and gives others the 
chance to shine.  She loves her 
three children immensely: Kasan 
C. Wheatley, Dr. Kysha S. Hen-
dricks, and Kevre’ L. Hendricks. 
Her other inspirations are grand-
children Kasan C. Wheatley, Jr. 
and Kaiel C. Wheatley.

Artwork by Bianca Alexis (2017 
Graduate) and 
Sherville Huggins Jr.

Interview by Lilliana Rivera and 
Kendra Petersen
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Charles D. Peters

Charles D. Peters would rather 
not change anything about him-
self even if he could, because 
he likes who he has become. 
Mr. Peters has a lot to be proud 
of. He started his own business 
at age 21. He was an industrial 
construction specialist dealing 
with quality control.  Presently, 
he captures amazing images as 
a photographer. He feels it is a 
great achievement to actually 
learn what you set out to learn 
and to use your talents and abili-
ties to see your projects or ideas 
into existence.  Mr. Peters finds 
joy in being a respected artist.  
The 70-plus-year-old African 
American man has gone through 
many obstacles. He believes be-
ing positive and thinking posi-
tively helps you have positive 
results. Mr. Peters would love to 
give more of his time to young 
people, helping them to figure out 
how to do something with their 
lives. His advice for young peo-
ple is summed up in his motto for 
success: be prepared, be hon-
est, be truthful, and be mindful. 

Artwork by Ernie Bodley Jr. and 
Rickel Dupigny

Interview by Talique Stephens 
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Mike Walsh

Mike Walsh is a well-known 
metal worker. His most memo-
rable piece of art is the Middle 
Passage icon located on the St. 
Croix Educational Complex High 
School campus, what is most 
notable about that sculpture is 
that one piece was placed in the 
ocean as a tribute to those Afri-
cans who lost their lives on the 
middle passage journey to en-
slavement. Mr. Walsh’s real life 
heroes are his lovely wife and 
women in general, because they 
are fearless and have great integ-
rity. He also admires President 
Barack Obama’s grace and dis-
cipline. Walsh’s greatest achieve-
ment is being successful despite 
challenges. Therefore, he values 
hard work and deplores laziness. 
His most treasured possession 
is his health, for without proper 
health the body could not oper-
ate well. His motto is: “Freedom 
is trotted easy in hardness.”  

Artwork by Rickel Dupigny

Interview by Jahmaris Martha 
Nesbitt
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Danica David



Kevre’ L. Hendricks 

Mr. Hendricks is a well-known 
member of the Fusion Band on 
St. Croix.   When he is not on the 
road, he teaches music at the St. 
Croix Educational Complex High 
School and will gladly answer to 
the nickname Maestro. Mr. Hen-
dricks masterfully directs the 
marching and the concert bands. 
A stern and dedicated teacher, 
Mr. Hendricks pushes his stu-
dents to persevere, instead of 
giving up.  He advises them to 
take music seriously and accept 
opportunities in order to avoid 
later regret. For him, perfect hap-
piness is sitting down and play-
ing music. He is friendly, but don’t 
touch his bass! It is his most trea-
sured possession.  He deplores 
whiners and negative people. 
Of the eight billion people in the 
world, he naturally admires his 
mother the most, how fortunate 
they are to appear in the same 
calendar.  His favorite musicians 
are jazz trumpeters Wynton Ma-
salis and Jon Faddis. Mr. Hen-
dricks meets life’s challenges 
courageously to become the per-
son he wants to be in the future.  

Artwork by Ms. Danica M. David 
and Brianna Pryce

Interview by Ky’Jean Nisbett
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Virgin Islands Cultural Contributors Calendar Project Educators

St. Croix born artist, art educator, and 
owner of Danica Art Studio, Ms. Danica 
M. David, thanks the Creator for gifting 
her with a creative brain that constantly 
churns with ideas.  She uses her imagi-
nation to preserve her culture with every 
painting she creates and every art lesson 
she teaches. As an art educator at the St. 
Croix Educational Complex High School, 
Ms. David is concerned about our islands’ 
future and the youth she serves. Every 
day she continues to be thankful which 
help her to push through difficult times. 
The desire to do something new moti-
vates her. Perhaps one day you will see 
her take the stage in her theatrical debut. 
Among her varied accomplishments she 
is most proud of being the mother of two 
sons, Alex and Kaylan.  Ms. David is also 
proud of herself for writing her first book 
titled Creative Callaloo.  Creative Callaloo 
showcases Virgin Islands’ art, poems, and 
recipes. Ms. David’s book will be available 
in 2018. 

Interview by Luisa Navarro

Danica M. DavidSayeeda Carter
Sayeeda Carter teaches Drama and 
Speech at the St. Croix Educational Com-
plex. She has been teaching for 24 years in 
St. Croix, California and New York. Some-
thing that her students always enjoy about 
her is that she is funny and crazy. If you 
were to take one of her classes, it may be 
difficult but once you get over your stage 
fright, you’d have a blast. Ms. Carter has 
acted on stage countless times and has 
appeared in two locally produced films 
shot by Peter Sagnia, “Preciosa” and “That 
Which is Needful”. The current state of 
education in the Virgin Islands causes lots 
of stress and anxiety for Ms. Carter. She 
is concerned  that we are not demanding 
enough rigor and commitment and that our 
students won’t be ready for the world out-
side of the VI. She always wants the best 
for her students. Ms. Carter’s teaching 
methods are revolutionary and dynamic.   
She is most proud of her beautiful daugh-
ters, Zuma and Ma’at and grateful for her 
dedicated partner.

Regina Edwards-Keels

Regina Edwards-Keels, a twenty-year 
teaching veteran, is an English teacher at 
The St. Croix Educational Complex High 
School. Previously, she taught in Florida 
and South Carolina. With tireless devo-
tion, she works to ignite a love of reading 
and language in her students. As a native 
Virgin Islander, St. Croix is often the sub-
ject of her own reading and writing. She 
also enjoys taking pictures of landmarks, 
animals, and plants of the island. Mrs. 
Keels dreams of opening a Caribbean cu-
rated bookstore. Her greatest moments, 
thus far, have been spent with her family 
and friends hiking, eating, and laughing. 
She is married to Dexter Keels of South 
Carolina. They have two wonderful sons. 
She advises them and all young people 
to give their lives a chance--travel, meet 
new people, and learn many skills. In the 
words of the writer Tolstoy, “If you want to 
be happy be.”

Interview by Regina Edwards-Keels
Interview by Jeniqua Encarnacion 
and Adamaris Ortiz



Your support of the 2017 Virgin Islands Cultural Contributors Calendar provided 
funding for so many fantastic art experiences. Thank you for continuing to fund the arts!
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